
community bene�ts
of brown�eld redevelopment in minnesota

40%
of average household spending is devoted to transportation and 
housing.Many brown�elds are in ideal locations to provide 
a�ordable housing, shorter commutes, and multiple transit options.

$114 million
total tax base increase related to brown�eld cleanup projects funded 
by the Department of Employment and Economic Development from 

1995 to 2017. Residents bene�t from job opportunities, new businesses 
and services, and increased utilization of existing infrastructure.

Find references and our full report on the bene�ts of brown�eld redevelopment at  www.mnbrown�elds.org
  

Our mission is to promote, through education, research, and partnerships, the e�cient cleanup and 
reuse of contaminated land as a means of generating economic growth, strengthening communities 

and enabling sustainable land use and development.

CASE STUDY: South Shore Lake Bemidji  Restoration, Bemidji

The City of Bemidji has transformed a previously unusable stretch of 
shoreline into a community center featuring a public beach, an extension 

of the Paul Bunyan State Trail, and space for public education. The 
restoration promotes the use of local restaurants, hotels, shops, and the 

event center. The city included residents in the planning process by 
opening the project to public comments, asking for input from the Leech 

Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Historic Preservation O�ce, and sharing 
updates via city council meetings and local news. 

Brown�eld cleanup and redevelopment improves 
public health and livability. In turn, investment in 
Minnesota’s communities increases, making them 
safer, stronger, and more vibrant. 


